IiO./  THE  TRIPARTITE  m.CT  <h.S  i.mDE. 


Several  questions  ./ore  put  to  German  foreign  minister  von.  Ribbontrop 


but  it  sou. .13  that  why  I  put  theso  questions  was  not  well  understood 


■Seme  time  afterwards  Mr.  Stahinor  was  sent  to  Tokyo  by  von  Ribbontrop 


I  do  not  know  tho  exact  date  of  Mr.  Stahnor's  calls  on  ms 


It  was  the  early  part  of  Septomber  seen  after  ho  roachod  Tokyo.  1 


rocoivod  him  in  ujy  private  house,  which  Gonoral  Ott,  tho  German  ambassador 


and  Stahuor  visited,  and  after  the  introduction  of  Stahuor  by  general  ott 


x  started  immediately  to  put  questions,!#  first  question  was :  hat  Germany 


taouglit  of  ^merica  at  the  time.  Staimor  replied  Germany  wonted  to  ovoid 


«morica  at  the  time,  stahuor  replied  Germany  wanted  to  avoid  America's  ever 


joining  the  war.  Hero  I  took  the  liberty  of  asking  Kr.  Stalmer  from  wheu 
answers  to  wy  question  were  coming.  I  visited  to  know  wh&t  authority 


imc*.  stahuor  liad  in  answering  me 


Stahmer  answered  that  I  may  consider  hi ■  words  os  coming  directly  from 


von.  Ribbontrop,  the  German  foreign  minister.  There-upon  I  proceeded  and 


tAit  him  further  questions.  I  asked  how  Gormaqy  intends  to  deal  with  &£rioa 


aftor  tho  European  war?  Mr.  Stehmur  roplied  that  Germany  intended  to  improve 


relations  with  ^morica  aftor  tho  war  and  wished  to  bo  on  friondly  terms  with 


her.  Then  I  said,  l‘m  anxious  that  Japan  and  4morioa  should  novor  fight,  end 


Japan  must  do  e  verythidgw  humanly  possible  to  ovoid  it.  Japan's  relations 


with  America  must  be  improveu  a. id  readjusted*  •  Japan  rushes  to  3-ec  tho  most 


cordial  relations  with  America  in  future 
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I  3Qiu  further  concerning  Soviet  Russia  that  Japan  has  boon  for  years 
negotiating  for  u  nonagresaion  or  neutrality  troaty  at  Moscow,  but  in  vain. 

japan  wishes  to  solve  uany  outstanding  and  unpleasant  matters  betwosn 
tho  two  countrios,  and  readjust  relations.  1  asked  Stahmor,  was  it  possible 
tliat  Germany  could  use  good  offices  and  help  Japan  in  this  score?  IT.  Stahnur 
responded  immediately  that  Germany  would  do  so. 

iiu  talked  generally  about  the  war  and  tho  world  situation.  I  remember 
it  was  about  two  hours  or  so  and  wo  parted.  I  reported  roughly  about  this 
meeting  to  tho  promier,  aruy  und  the  n^vy  ministers  and  they  authorized  .no 
to  proceod. 

1  mat  Mr.  Stahmor  and  General  Ott  several  time  in  my  house  and  finally 
the  German -Japanese  pact  (later  including  Italy  it  became  Tripartite  Pact 
as  described  elsewhere.)  draft  was  iuitiatod,  tho  Gcr.miu  side  seen  to  have 
roforrcu  the  natter  several  times  to  Berlin. 

I 

To  recapitulate,  tho  foundation  of  tho  pad  was  tho  Holcko-Ichiu  old 
Japanese  ideal,  but  the  immediate  basis  were  I) to  avoid  the- participation  of 


a  powerful  country  like  America  in  tho  European  war,  2)  prevention  of,  or  not 
to  do  ety  thing  by  oithor  Germany  <&f*  japan  loading  to  jwncrican-japanose  uar. 

s’ 

3)  Gonuany  to  use  good  officers  with  Soviet  Russia  and  holp  Japan  to  concludo 
noa-agrossion  or  neutrality  puct-  with  Soviet  Russia  and  to  readjust  relations 
otherwise.  These  points  must  have  boon  understood  will  from  publication  and 
uttoranco  at  the  time . 

In  short,  it  was  an  effort  to  stop  enlarging  the  thoater  of  war  and  to 
prevent  a  real  world  conflagration. 
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This  is  wliy  1  said  at  the  time  that  tho  Tripartite-  Pact  v/us  a  peace 
pact  and  not  a  war  alliance  as  stated  olsowhoro. 

I  ».jay  add  that  from  tho  agreement  Gormnay  and  japan  reached,  I 

hud  other  « one idorat ions  of  my  ewa  for  Japan  to'wittr 

1)  To  come  very  close  to  Ger.aauy  to  prevent  of  Berlin  to  directing 
tue  ^iaorican  citizens  of  Gor-iun  origin,  to  carry  out  propaganda  against 
Japan  with  tho  aim  of  bringing  about  ;,mericuiWupano3o  war.  The  A-nerioau 
oitizou  of  German  blood  and  origin  verc  aaid  to  number  twenty  millions  or 
moro,  six  millions  of  whom  wore  born  and  lator  naturalisod  in  i'^iarica.  some 
of  them  aro  well  connected  with  Germany,  and  liavo  apparently  harmless 
societies  or  associations  ouch  as  amateur  artists  or  theater  clubs  literally 
associations  otc.,  which  are  highly  regunized  and  can  bo  used  as  tools  of 
Berlin.  It  was  my  opinion  that  if  such  mischievous  propaganda  is  ever 
carried  out,  there  would  bo  no  means  of  stopping  it,  and  wo  would  see  an 
■^.uricun-Japaneso  war  in  a  iialf  your.  I  trust  anyono  who-study  this  point 
and  followed  it  to  its  basis  will  agroe  with  mo. 

2)  To  prevent  tho  theater  widing  out  to  whut  wo  call  Greater  Bast  Asia 
and  to  prosorve  peace  in  those  regions. 

3)  To  use  Goman  influence  and  good  offices  to  induce  ChinG  tc  directly 
approach  and  negotiate  with  japan  to  ond  tho  Chinese  incident.  This  was 

actually  tried  later  on. 

% 

4)  To  put  Japan  and  Soviet  Hussia  on  sound  and  good  relations,  so  that 
we  could  approach  there  after  ijnerica  with  strong  and  so  If  -respectable  at¬ 
titude  on  one  hand  end  sincerity  and  bxoad  mind  on  the  other.  Thus  I  hopod, 
wo  could  roach  a  peacefull  understanding  in  the  Bncific  and  on  tho  Chineso 


question 
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in  approaohiag  Africa,  I  oiade  it  o  sino  qua  non  that  Japan  should  onontual- 
ly  but  as  soon  as  possible  withdraw  hor  forcos  from  China. 

When  this  could  bo  dono  Japan,  I  thought  in  j....orica' 3  eyes,  was  in 
position  to  off  or  i^xsrica  japan*  0  cooperation  iu  bringin  about  tlio  end  of 
tiie  British-Cer^ian  war  in  Europe,  although  tho  fall  of  the  second  Konoye 
cabinet  and  .jy  illness  provontod  .ne  fro-t  any  atto.ipt  at  this  latter  part  of 
ijy  plan. 

I  considered  the  withdrawal  of  Japanese  forcos  from  China  as  the  crux 

of  the  situation.  If  this  not  dono  America  would  not  trust  in  Japan's 

« 

sincerity.  Yot  this  withdrawal  of  Japanese  forces  fro...  China,  was  very 

% 

difficult  in  Japan,  and  I  was  considering  it,  in  tho  problo^  of  approaching 
America,  very  carefully.  a  principle  of  14/  international  dealing  was  that 
any  prouiise  given  oust  bo  faithfully  carried  out,  or  else  one  should  nevor 
promise . 
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